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This issue is dedicated to the memory of preachers of God’s

Word who have passed to heaven since I interviewed them for

The Christian View magazine — in alphabetical order, Sam

Cathey, H.C. Couch, Jack Hester, Julius Scipio, Bill Stafford,

and Fred Wolfe. This tribute issue combines those articles from

various issues into one special issue and also includes a guest

article, previously published in The Christian View magazine,

written by Will Graham about his paternal grandparents, Billy

Graham and Ruth Bell Graham.

I highly respect these as well as others, and, although they are

gone from our sight here on earth, it is important to remember and

honor them, and their wives by their side in life and in ministry, and to

remember and honor their service for the Lord Jesus Christ. They

were persons of godly character, and I appreciate their kindness as

well as their encouragement in this ministry of Christian journalism.

I was saddened by their passing, and they all are missed, yet we are

thankful that they were saved and are with the Lord Jesus and that

we have the blessed hope of seeing them again one day. They have

met face to face the Saviour they preached about and led others to.

Think of all of the lives touched with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ, and think of the Lord Jesus Christ himself speaking these

words to each of them: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

Each leaves a legacy in preaching and in a life well lived with an

eternal perspective, reaching many with the love and Gospel mes-

sage of Jesus.

The article on Sam Cathey was originally published in The Chris-

tian View magazine in 2006. It was a blessing to hear him preach

several times, and I appreciated his encouraging words for the work

of this ministry. He and his wife, Lu, made a wonderful couple. Dr.

Cathey, called Papa Sam, passed on Tuesday, March 8, 2016 fol-

lowing an extended illness. I was thankful that his funeral service,

held on Friday, March 11, 2016 at Graceway Baptist Church in

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was available to watch online.

H.C. Couch, known as Preacher Couch, passed on Wednes-

day, September 22, 2021. He was my late maternal grandparents’

Pastor at Mountain Grove Baptist Church in Pickens, and he and his

wife, Shelba, were dear friends to my grandparents and to our fam-

ily. It was a blessing to hear him preach many times at Mountain

Grove and to watch him preach online on their church’s website

each week. In 2010, he was nominated as Senior Service Volunteer

of the Year by HMR Advantage Health Systems for the fourth an-

nual Upstate Caregivers Awards, hosted by All About Seniors Re-

source and Referral Directory of the Upstate. An article was needed

to accompany the nomination from HMR, and Preacher Couch re-

quested that I write it. I was honored to be asked to write the article,

because I had seen firsthand the qualities that this man of God dem-

onstrated as one of God’s undershepherds in ministering to my own

grandparents as their Pastor for several years. Everyone I inter-

viewed and quoted in the article, written in February, 2010, spoke

respectfully of this man they held in high esteem. Preacher Couch

was selected as the award winner, and he was presented the award

in April of 2010 at an awards ceremony at the Greenville Hilton. He

was truly deserving as Volunteer of the Year, yet, award or no award,

he would still be deserving of great respect and honor, and men like

this will be rewarded by the Good Shepherd himself one day. Preacher

Couch and Shelba both exemplified Christ-like love and a Christ-like

spirit. They both were kind and encouraging people, a sweet couple,

and it was a blessing to know them as friends. One of the times I

visited with them, they shared about how they met. He had been to

Florida for a year, and, when he returned to South Carolina, he no-

ticed Shelba playing the piano at Rock Springs Baptist Church in

Easley (where his father, Rev. Homer Couch, served as Pastor at the

time). He asked her for a date – to a church service at Rock Springs.

He said that he knew that day that he was going to marry her. They

married at Rock Springs in August of 1964... Special memories shared

with them through the years include their attending my grandmother’s

birthday celebration in 2012 (the year before she passed), my visiting

with Preacher Couch and Shelba on Shelba’s birthday in February of

2015 (two months before she passed), his visiting my grandparents

and bringing delicious homemade cakes (and the ones I remember

most were his chocolate cakes and his Mississippi mud cakes), my

attending a Pastor Appreciation service and dinner at Mountain Grove

Baptist Church on Sunday morning, March 18, 2012 (after being at

my own church for three and a half hours earlier that same morning)

and taking photos of him and Shelba with their family, my attending

homecoming services at Mountain Grove (including when Rev. Ken

Lawson was the guest preacher in October of 2011), my attending a

special service at City View First Baptist Church on July 13, 2014,
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when Jack Hester preached and Shelba, who had been battling can-

cer, played the piano for the first time publicly in 16 months, my

attending Preacher Couch’s 85th birthday celebration in March of

2019, to which his daughter invited me, and Preacher Couch praying

before a crowd of several hundred at a peaceful prayer meeting I

organized, held outside the Pickens County School District office in

January of 2013. Those are a few treasured memories of this won-

derful couple through the years. Preacher Couch told me that he

thought of my grandparents and our family like his family, and he and

Shelba were, indeed, like family. I remember him most of the time

having a smile on his face. Yet, some sad times included when he

helped conduct the funeral services of my grandfather and grand-

mother, and also conducted funeral services for other relatives and

friends, and even conducted the funeral service for his precious wife,

Shelba, on Sunday, April 12, 2015. I attended Preacher Couch’s fu-

neral service, held at the Pickens Amphitheater on Saturday, October

16, 2021. I will always remember this special couple fondly.

In January of 2009, I asked Will Graham if he would be inter-

ested in writing an article for The Christian View magazine about

The Billy Graham Library, from the perspective of a grandson, and

he was gracious and kind to do so. He did a wonderful job in writing

about the Library as well as about his paternal grandparents, Dr. Billy

Graham and Ruth Bell Graham. His precious grandmother had passed

away on Thursday, June 14, 2007, and I attended her funeral service,

which was held at the Anderson Auditorium at the Montreat Confer-

ence Center in Montreat, North Carolina on Saturday, June 16, 2007.

Billy Graham passed 11 years following his wife, on Wednesday,

February 21, 2018, and his funeral service was held under a tent on

the grounds of the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, North Carolina

on Friday, March 2, 2018. Citizens paid their respects at the Billy

Graham Training Center at the Cove, and along the procession route

from Asheville to Charlotte, and at the Billy Graham Library, and in

our nation’s Capitol Rotunda. Billy and Ruth Bell Graham are now

reunited, and their earthly bodies are laid to rest together on the grounds

of the Billy Graham Library. In his earthly life, Billy Graham preached

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world, and the Gospel message

continues to be the focus of the organization that bears his name and

the focus of the Billy Graham Library.

The article on Jack Hester was originally published in The Chris-

tian View magazine in 2014. After Preacher Couch retired from my

late grandparents’ church in 2012 to care for his dear wife, Shelba,

who had been diagnosed with cancer, Dr. Jack Hester became the

interim Pastor at Mountain Grove Baptist Church, and he helped

conduct my grandmother’s funeral service in June of 2013. I was

blessed to hear him preach many times, and I appreciate the kindness

and encouragement shown by him and his sweet wife, Shirley, and

I’ve been blessed to count them as friends. I remember him often

asking if I had brought my camera with me and asking me to take

photos. I’m glad now to have those photos, and the memories those

photos bring back, because his passing was unexpected. He passed

suddenly the morning of Sunday, February 14, 2016 while preparing

to leave to go preach (at Hillside Baptist Church in Fountain Inn,

where he was serving as interim Pastor). I attended his entombment

committal in the Bell Tower Mausoleum at Robinson Memorial Gar-

dens the afternoon of Thursday, February 18, 2016 and the service

celebrating his life that evening at Pickens First Baptist Church, where

his youngest son, Bryan, serves as Minister of Music and Associate

Pastor. May we all be busy serving the Lord until He comes or until

we go. What a testimony that reminds me of the words of Jesus

when He said, “I must be about my Father’s business.” Jack Hester

served his heavenly Father for more than six decades in the ministry.

One of the many times I heard him preach was in July of 2014 at City

View First Baptist Church, the Hesters’ home church at that time

and where he served as staff evangelist. Shelba and Preacher Couch

were there that evening, and Shelba, who had been battling cancer,

played the piano for the first time publicly in 16 months. (Shelba

passed nine months later, in April of 2015.) Another time was on

August 2, 2015 at Powdersville First Baptist Church, where he had

once served as Pastor, when he and Shirley celebrated 65 years in

ministry of preaching the Word of God. He preached, and Shirley

sang that evening. He and Shirley celebrated 60 years of marriage

the same year. Another time was in 2014, when Jack preached in a

tent crusade in Conestee on the grounds where he had played base-

ball in his youth. The owner of the land presented him with a baseball

and glove the first evening of the crusade, Sunday, April 27. That

evening, the Hesters’ three sons were present, and their youngest

son, Bryan, sang with the Mainline Quartet from Pickens First Bap-

tist Church. Attending the tent crusade that evening were a gentle-

man with whom Jack played baseball in their youth and a gentleman

whose grandfather had played baseball with Jack. On May 1 of that

week, when the Conestee Coming Home Crusade was held inside

at nearby Victory Chapel Baptist Church (where it was held the

following year), Jack presented Shirley with a birthday cake. That

same evening, Shirley sang, as did Bryan. Another special time was

at Jack’s Circle of Friends fellowship prior to a worship service at

City View First Baptist Church, in January of 2014. Attending the

celebration was Joe Anders, who, along with his precious late wife,

Continued on page 12



The first person Sam Cathey led to the Lord was his
own father. Sixteen-year-old Sam had preached his first ser-
mon on the radio. Upon returning home, he found his father,
76 and crippled from a stroke, sitting by the radio after hav-
ing listened to his sermon. “I knelt beside his chair and pre-
sented Christ to him, and he gave his heart to Jesus,” Dr.
Cathey recalled. “The next day, he walked the aisle in the
First Baptist Church and that night was baptized. Four years
later, he died to go meet the Lord.”

In September of 1951, 17-year-old Sam, a high school
senior, was called as Pastor of newly established Grace Mis-
sion. A missionary from the First Baptist Church of Camden,
Arkansas, who had returned from China due to health rea-
sons, had what Cathey called “a burning desire for missions”
and chaired a missions committee from First Baptist Church
of Camden, Arkansas that started several churches in the
county, including Grace Mission, where Cathey preached
until May of 1952. “They called me to pastor, but I was just
the preacher,” Cathey said. “I was a senior in high school,
wrapped up in playing ball. But I would go and preach on
Wednesday night and Sunday morning and Sunday night.
That was God’s plan, because I was learning how to com-
municate the Word of God.”

He said that his home Pastor, Dr. T.L. Harris, “had a
profound influence on my life, because he believed the Bible
and taught it to me. He preached hard and didn’t compro-
mise at all. In the latter years of his life, even when he was in
a nursing home, every time I’d go back to Arkansas, I’d
make a special trip to my hometown to see him, because I
was grateful for everything he did for me.”

Cathey explained how he especially loved going to church
when he was first saved as a young man. “I was so hungry
for the things of God that, when anybody talked about the
Bible or Jesus, I was a student,” he said. “I hungered like
you cannot imagine, and the reason I did was I had no family
influence. My mother died when I was a baby. My daddy
was 59 when I was born. I started preaching when I was
16, and he was my first convert, so I had gone through my
formative years with no understanding of the philosophy of
the Word of God. I was hungry -- oh, my. Any kind of meeting
anywhere, I’d go to it. That was all I wanted to do.

“My number one mentor, by far, was Dr. J. Harold Smith,
a great man of God who came from Greenville and migrated
to Fort Smith, Arkansas. I lived in Arkansas when I started
preaching. Everybody idolized J. Harold Smith, and I just
fell in line with all of the rest of them. I got to know him

Sam Cathey Preaches the Word of God
The Christian View magazine’s interview with Sam Cathey

Written by KAREN BREWER, Publisher & Editor

Sam Cathey

personally and spent hundreds of hours with him. I preached
three revivals for him when he was a Pastor. Everything he
said, I hung my intellectual hope on, because this man knew
God.”

Another mentor was Fred Hubbs, Executive Director
for the Michigan Baptist State Convention. “I met him when
I went there to pastor,” said Cathey. “He had a lot of pa-
tience with me. He married Lu and me, and he and Shirley
became good friends of ours. He’s gone to be with the Lord.

“A lot of people highly influenced me. I had my theologi-
cal system formed by the time I was 18, at which time I went
off to Ouchita Baptist University in Arkansas. A fellow by
the name of Lonnie Lassiter had an influence on me, and
another fellow by the name of Tom Landers, who was our
Youth Director, had a profound influence on the strength of
my convictions.

“And then there was Joe Henry Hankins, Pastor of the
First Baptist Church in Little Rock, Arkansas in the early
1950’s. I probably attended a dozen of his revivals in two
years. They called him ‘the last of the weeping prophets.’
He’d get to preaching, and, within five minutes, tears would
be running down his face. He had a big influence on my life.

“Ed McDonald was the Pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Marlton, Arkansas when I was a student and became
Youth Director. He had been the state of Arkansas’ pros-
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ecuting attorney, and God called him to preach. He went to
seminary and came back to pastor. He needed a staff mem-
ber and called me. I stayed there 18 months and learned a
good deal from him. He saw the ‘rough edges’ on me and
‘knocked’ most of them off.”

In January of 1955, 20-year-old Sam dropped out of
the university and moved to Michigan. “I thought I was go-
ing to get a job, pay off the school, and then come back,” he
said. “When I got there, all of the Southern Baptist churches
had me preaching revivals. I had gone for one month up to
Saginaw, Michigan and started a Southern Baptist church
and then came back to the Dakota area and started preach-
ing revivals.”

Cathey met his wife, Lucille Lawson, in a church that
called him as Pastor. “Her family  had moved from Ken-
tucky,” he recalled. “I was nearly 21. She was 18. I stayed
there for six and a half years.

“I went back to Arkansas to pastor the First Baptist
Church of Bearden, Arkansas, 15 miles from where I was
raised. The fact is, all of my brothers and sisters were raised
in Bearden, but they moved to Camden, so the boys could
play football. I stayed there six and a half years and finished
my education. (After Ouachita Baptist University, Cathey
attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and
Immanuel Baptist Seminary.)

“I went back to Michigan and pastored three more
years,” he said.

“Then, I went into evangelism. I moved to Oklahoma to
be more centrally located, but then moved to Arkansas to
be with three of my brothers. I then moved back to Okla-
homa and pastored a church for seven and a half years,
before going back on the road again, traveling. We live in
Oklahoma City.”

Cathey said that his years as a Pastor helped prepare
him for evangelism. “No man ought to be an evangelist until
he has pastored,” he said. “You’ve got to know churches.
You’ve got to know how they think. You’ve got to know
how they feel. And you’ve got to know a Pastor’s heart.
You’ve got to be able to listen to a Pastor just a little while
and discern and ascertain the direction the church is headed,
what the needs are, and how to speak to those needs. I
really am not an evangelist. I’m more of a traveling Pastor. A
revivalist would be a better term for me, because I preach to
God’s people all of the time. I pastored four churches, and,
during the years I spent in the pastorate, I learned those
things that enabled me to sharpen my tools to become an
evangelist or traveling preacher.”

Cathey was born the last of 13 children. “There were
eight boys and five girls,” he said. “I’m the last ‘pumpkin on
the vine.’ There are only two of us left. My brother is 76,
and I’ll be 72 in August. So, we’re just about to blow smoke

in the devil’s face and go be with Jesus.” Cathey said that he
is so grateful that all of his siblings were saved. His living
brother, John, he said, “might as well be a preacher. He has
filled the pulpit at his church and does a good job.” Another
brother, who died of a heart attack in 1965 at the age of 55,
was a lay preacher, Cathey explained. “He would preach by
invitation, but he wasn’t ordained, and he didn’t pastor,”
Cathey said. “He lived in Arkansas and started three
churches.”

Sam and Lu Cathey have three grown daughters, Nola,
Connie, and Sami, and six grandchildren, Amy, Tara, Tay-
lor, Jenny, Chelsea, and Caleb. “They are probably the great-
est grandkids in the world.” he said. “There are those who
try to claim that, but they’re mixed up,” he said, with a smile.
“Those people are confused. They have never visited my
grandkids, you see. If they did, they would understand that
they have the second best grandkids in the world. I tell people
I wasn’t a really good father, because I didn’t know how to
be. I didn’t have a role model. But I am, without a doubt,
the world’s greatest granddaddy. I have six people who will
verify that -- my grandkids.”

Cathey has authored five books.
His sermons, he said, come from his daily devotions.

“I’ll be reading, and something will hit me, and I’ll get on the
trail of that. A lot of my sermons also come from being in-
spired and spoken to, either by listening to another preacher
or by reading a book. I really love books about the Scrip-
tures. I read a lot from Charles Spurgeon. A lot of times, I’ll
get a spark. I’ll get one line out of something, just one line,
and a whole sermon will blossom in my soul from that.

“I’ve got scripture that has spoken to me at particular
important junctures of my life,’ Cathey said. “For years, my
life verse was John 3:30: ‘He must increase, but I must de-
crease.’ But, when I got old, Psalm 71:17-18 became my
life verses. Those verses simply say that I’ve gotten old, but
I’m not going to go until I’ve taught the younger generation
to fear God. That was a word to me, personally. I was 65
when that scripture came alive to me.

“And I like Ephesians 3:20-21, which says, ‘Now unto
Him that is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,
Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen.’”

Cathey said that blessings of being in the ministry in-
clude “seeing God touch people’s lives - seeing God save
people and seeing God reveal to people how to think and
how to live and understand the sovereignty of God and un-
derstand that the providence of God controls our life and
that there’s no such thing as luck.

“I guess the best blessing is watching God touch the
lives of people. I live for that now.”
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Rev. H.C. Couch exemplifies the words of Jesus Christ
in Matthew 5:16: “Let your light so shine before men that
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven” – not only as a pastor dedicated to his own flock he
shepherds at Mountain Grove Baptist Church in Pickens,
but also in ministering to shut-ins, hospital patients, and resi-
dents of local nursing homes, including Laurel Hill Living
Center, Rosemond Nursing Center, Harvey’s Love and
Care, and several others in Easley and Greenville.

Rev. Couch (Preacher Couch) began visiting Laurel Hill
in 1991, when he returned to his home state of South Caro-
lina to pastor Antioch Baptist Church in Pickens. (He had
begun in the ministry in September, 1965 as Pastor of Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Pickens, then as Pastor of Holly
Springs Baptist Church in Pickens, before moving to
Crossville, Tennessee to pastor for 13 years.) He retired for
three and a half years to care for his mother as well as for his
wife’s parents. Then, he was called to pastor Mountain Grove
Baptist Church in Pickens, where he serves today.

H.C. Couch, Volunteer of the Year,
Shines the Light of Christ

Written by KAREN BREWER, Publisher & Editor

In 1991, Rev. Couch began services at Laurel Hill and
also began daily visiting the residents. While he was retired,
he and his wife, Shelba, ministered to the residents with ser-
vices each Sunday morning. They still have services there
every other Wednesday.

In 2007 and 2008, Rev. Couch made more than 17,000
contacts in rest homes and hospitals and in visiting shut-ins
in their homes. In 2009, he made 16,250 contacts.

“He not only visits Laurel Hill and the 80 residents we
have here, but several other local facilities, which have as
many residents as we have,” said Todd Griggs, Administra-
tor at Laurel Hill Living Center in Pickens. “And it’s daily,”
he added. “He comes every day. With him being a Pastor,
it’s certainly God’s calling, but he’s everybody’s family. It
doesn’t matter who it is. It doesn’t matter what religion they
are. If they are in need, he’s going to go and speak with
them. And he visits not just one or two. He visits them all, on
a daily basis, and not just the residents, but the staff, as well.
He is a family member to this facility.”

Photograph by Karen Brewer, Publisher & Editor, The Christian View magazine

Shelba and H.C. Couch at a Pastor Appreciation dinner at Mountain Grove Baptist Church
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“I have been at Laurel Hill for five years, and I’ve known
Preacher Couch since I’ve been here,” said Kirby Cheeks,
Director of Recreational Services at Laurel Hill Living Cen-
ter. “He’s very dependable, very reliable. He is our chaplain
for Laurel Hill, as well. Every time a resident goes to the
hospital, he goes first. He’s part of Laurel Hill.”

“He is awesome,” said Peggy Riley, who works at Lau-
rel Hill Living Center. “He comes here every single day. He
makes us pound cakes. He visits with all of the residents.
Everybody knows him by name, and we love him. I don’t
know what we would do without him. He’s always happy,
always in a good mood. He makes our day.”

“He’s a wonderful person,” said Margaret Palmer, a resi-
dent of Laurel Hill Living Center. “He brings us pound cakes.
He’s here every day. We love him.”

“He’s a great guy,” said Ocie Wamsley, a resident of
Laurel Hill and President of the Resident Council. “He comes
every day. He bakes his own cakes and brings them and
gives them to us. They’re really good.”

“He makes the best peach pies in the world,” added
Cathy Mitchell, hair stylist for Laurel Hill Living Center.

The nursing home’s maintenance supervisor, Richard
Bryan, who has known Rev. Couch for several years, has
prayed with him during difficult times in his life, including
when he was deployed in 2006. “We’ve done some talking
about the dear Lord,” he said.

“I’ve known him for a long time,” said Joyce Hendricks,
receptionist for Laurel Hill. “He’s very dedicated to all of
these people. We think a lot of him.”

“He visits these people every day,” said Betty Stephens,
who each day visits her mother, Alma Morgan, a resident of
Laurel Hill. “He’s one of a kind,” she said.

“He’s all right, in my book,” added her father, Charles
Morgan.

“He’s wonderful,” Shannon Galloway, physical thera-
pist assistant, said of Preacher Couch. “He comes any time,”
she said. “You can call him about anybody at any time, even
family members of residents. He will come to talk with them,
to try to help them through their time of need. The residents
really enjoy seeing him. He comes all of the time. That’s
what’s so wonderful. He’s very consistent. The residents
know that he’s going to be here. They look forward to him
coming. He comes and visits a lot of people whom their
Pastors don’t come and visit. We’ve had several people
who don’t go to church any longer. The doctor comes in
and says they’re going to permanently be in a facility. We
can call Preacher Couch, and he’ll come to comfort them,
even if he doesn’t even know the person. And it’s not just
this facility. He goes everywhere, and he’s doing it for his
own church, as well.”

“And, if any of the workers are having surgery, he’ll show
up and check on you and pray with you,” added Dawn
Banks, physical therapist assistant.

“He’s a wonderful man,” said Karey Kelley, who now
works at Laurel Hill but who was only about seven years
old in 1991 when Rev. Couch began visiting the nursing fa-
cility. Her mother worked there at that time. “He’s been com-
ing here for a long time,” she said. “Every day, faithfully.”

Rosemond Living Center, also in Pickens, is another fa-
cility that Rev. Couch visits faithfully. Zac Wood, Executive
Director of Rosemond Living Center, received his adminis-
trator training at Laurel Hill beginning in 2008, at which time
he first met Rev. Couch. “I remember seeing a man walk in
the front door with his black leather jacket and red shirt on,”
said Wood. “I remember him introducing himself to me, and
I remember him going down the hallway and saying hello to
each and every resident, especially members of his congre-
gation. “I thought, he’s a Pastor, and that’s good that he’s
doing that. The next day, I saw the same man come in and
do the exact same thing. I thought, he’s back; there must be
someone who really needs him. On the third day, the same
man came in, and did the exact same thing. And then, every
day that I was at Laurel Hill Living Center, Preacher Couch
came in and tended to his congregation, tended to the sick
and needy, tended to the ones who were passing. He did
that on a consistent basis. That’s what I think is amazing,
because other Pastors came in once a month or once every
two to three weeks. Preacher Couch was there every day.
And he made special time to visit with the people who had
Alzheimer’s who were members of his congregation and
people he had never met before, too. I thought, what a true
child of God, to do something like that. It’s very important,
and you don’t see that a lot anymore. That goes back to a
Bible verse we talked about two Sundays ago at church,
that you shall know my children by their fruits. Preacher
Couch has definitely exhibited that. I think Preacher Couch
is an amazing man. He’s a good person.

“I see every day how he interacts with our residents and
how he makes special time if I have a question about my
faith. He always has time for people, and I think that’s what
a true child of God should always have, is time, and humility,
to listen and to help. And he’s never been too pushy with
me. He’s always been there, ‘right on the money’ with me.
He’s always told me the truth, and I appreciate that. He has
been a great example for me to follow.

“I heard him preach a funeral for one of my residents
seven months ago. Usually, at a funeral, you hear more about
how this individual was saved and now they’re living with
Jesus Christ. That’s great, and we need to hear that, but, at
the same time, I think so many people actually fail to re-
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member the person. And I sometimes feel that people don’t
remember or don’t have the words to say about someone
who passes away. But Preacher Couch definitely knows ev-
eryone in his congregation. He told stories that were so life-
like and so real when our resident passed away, and it made
you remember the good times this lady had, and it showed
what kind of lady she was.

“If anyone should have this nomination, it should be
Preacher Couch. I appreciate him and thank him for his sin-
cerity and everything he has taught me over the past two
years. He truly is an inspiration and a testimony to me.”

Rev. Couch and his wife, Shelba, have a son, Cleve,
two daughters, Christie and Crystal, and five grandsons,
Zachary, Ethan, Christian, Marc, and Julien.

Photograph by Karen Brewer, Publisher & Editor, The Christian View magazine

H.C. Couch and Ken Lawson after a homecoming service at Mountain Grove Baptist Church

Photograph by Karen Brewer, Publisher & Editor, The Christian View magazine

H.C. Couch and Jack Hester after a service at City View First Baptist Church
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The Billy Graham Library: A Grandson’s Perspective
Written by WILL GRAHAM for The Christian View magazine
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The world knows them as Billy and Ruth Graham, the
globetrotting evangelist who reached millions with the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and the woman who stood beside him
and encouraged him every step of the way. The world sees
them as two towering figures of the Christian faith.

I know them as Daddy Bill and Tai Tai. I know the man
who boomed forcefully with the Gospel message from the
stage, but sits quietly and listens intensely at home in front of
his fireplace. I know the woman with the quick wit, spar-
kling eyes, and mischievous love for practical jokes.

Growing up, I didn’t realize the magnitude of being the
grandson of Billy and Ruth Graham, let alone the namesake
William Franklin Graham IV. As I grew, and, especially as I
went off to college, I finally began to realize the impact that
God made through the life of Daddy Bill.

It is with this mindset, knowing both the personal life of
my grandparents as well as their far-reaching ministry, that I

am constantly blessed as I walk through the Billy Graham
Library in Charlotte, North Carolina.

The 40,000-square-foot Billy Graham Library is built to
resemble a large barn, symbolic of my grandfather’s forma-
tive years as the son of a dairy farmer. More importantly, the
front of the barn is dominated by a giant glass cross to give
honor to the Savior whom my grandfather proclaimed con-
stantly over the course of his decades-long ministry.

Being a Graham, perhaps a more intimate experience
for me is visiting the other building on the grounds of the Billy
Graham Library: the Graham family homeplace where my
grandfather spent many of his early years on the Graham
Brothers Dairy Farm. The actual home has been relocated
and reconstructed and is open for visitors to tour. It is mov-
ing and challenging for me to stand in the house and picture
my grandfather in the front room as a young man, his future
before him, not yet realizing what God had in store for his
life. Visitors who step into the home will see early family
photos, the typewriter that my great grandmother used for
correspondence, letters that were written over the years,
and other artifacts of our family history.

After visiting the homeplace, I often make my way across
the courtyard and through the glass doors at the foot of the
cross, to enter the Billy Graham Library. A rustic wood inte-
rior and exposed wood beams adorned with Bible verses
greet visitors, and children especially enjoy the talking cow
that begins to tell the story of the journey that God ordained
for my grandfather.

As visitors begin to wind their way through the Billy Gra-
ham Library, they will first see a replica of the Canvas Ca-
thedral, the tent in which my grandfather held his famous
1949 Los Angeles Crusade, which launched him into na-
tional prominence. Many details are meticulously copied,
right down to the misspelling of the word ‘Glorius’ on the
sign that hung on the side of the tent. At the front of the tent,
a video plays of a  young Billy Graham, about the same age
as I am right now, pacing the stage, swinging his arms in
grand gestures, and exhorting his audience to put their faith
in Christ.

The next room strikes a deep chord for me, as it details
the loving relationship between my grandfather and grand-
mother, from their early days at Wheaton College to their
elderly years quietly enjoying each other’s company at the
home they shared in the mountains of North Carolina for
more than 50 years. My grandmother’s history and sensi-
bilities are clearly on display in this room, as a recreation of
a Korean Gate details her childhood as the daughter of medi-

© Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Billy Graham and Ruth Bell Graham
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The Billy Graham Library and the Graham Family Homeplace

cal missionaries in China and her time at a boarding school
in what is now Pyongyang, North Korea. The other half of
the room is a reproduction of their living room in Montreat,
North Carolina, complete with a replica of the wooden div-
ing board my grandmother salvaged and made into a mantel
bearing the German words “Eine Feste Burg Ist Unser Gott”,
which translates, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

From there, visitors travel through rooms detailing my
grandfather’s uses of technology to spread the Gospel mes-
sage to the masses and the development of his ministry over
the tumultuous years that saw the Vietnam War, terrorist at-
tacks, and other hardships.

Next is a gallery alight with the shining faces of people
from around the world, evangelists who are carrying the same
message as my grandfather to towns and villages and tribes
in faraway lands. My grandfather had a burden to train and
work alongside these international evangelists. Someone once
asked my grandfather, “Who will replace Billy Graham?”
My grandfather answered, “They will,” pointing to the mul-
titude of evangelists that had convened in Amsterdam for
training. So, when I come into this particular room and see
the faces of these evangelists, I am often overwhelmed with
how God used my grandfather to help raise up a new gen-
eration of evangelists who are reaching the world and im-
pacting so many.

One of the most striking rooms in the entire Billy Gra-
ham Library is the room detailing my grandfather’s experi-
ences behind the Iron Curtain. Visitors are confronted with
a realistic replica of the Berlin Wall (with graffiti modeled
after the actual structure) and a military checkpoint. I find
that the most impressive part of the display, however, is foot-
age of the Russian Army Chorus singing “The Battle Hymn
of the Republic” during my grandfather’s Moscow Crusade
in 1992.

Along the way, visitors will see many pieces of memora-

bilia from my grandfather’s ministry, including personal Bibles
and a set of golf clubs he received as a gift from President
Nixon. They will also learn more about the many amazing
men and women who made up my grandfather’s team and
who helped him in his ministry over the decades.

Visitors will get a chuckle reading incorrectly addressed
letters to my grandfather, such as the one sent to “Billy Gra-
ham, Many Apples, Many Soda” -- which reached the
organization’s former headquarters in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota -- or the one simply addressed, “Billy Graham USA,”
which was also delivered.

And, of course, since this is the Billy Graham Library,
before leaving the exhibit, every visitor must pass through a
final room where the Gospel message of Jesus Christ’s death
and resurrection is given clearly and plainly. We rejoice for
the hundreds who have already made life-changing salvation
decisions as they’ve passed through the Library.

After going through the main exhibits, visitors have an
opportunity to learn more about the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association’s current ministries and browse the gift store,
named ‘Ruth’s Attic’ after my grandmother, which has books,
CDs, DVDs, and other unique items for purchase.

Before I leave, I also always make time to stop at the
Graham Brothers Dairy Bar for a sandwich, a chocolate
chip cookie, and my favorite - chocolate milk!

After the tour of the home and the Billy Graham Li-
brary is complete, it is common for visitors to quietly walk
down a pathway that is laid out in the shape of a cross.
There, at the foot of the cross, is the final resting place of
my beloved grandmother. In 2007, after more than 60
years of marriage to my grandfather, she went home to
be with her Savior. At her grave is a simple marker which
again exudes her ever-present humor, humility, and faith.
It’s marked with the words she saw on a construction
sign years earlier.
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Ruth Bell Graham
June 10, 1920 - June 14, 2007

“End of Construction
Thank you for your patience”

As I make my way through the halls of the Billy Graham
Library, it is an ever present reminder and challenge to me to
walk humbly, to be fully devoted to Jesus Christ, and to
always give God all of me and my abilities as I seek to do
His work with urgency in a world that desperately needs
Him.

Kate, I had known and counted as friends since 1999. Joe and Jack

had played baseball against each other in their youth, playing on dif-

ferent teams in the 1940’s, and they had kept in touch as friends over

the years. Joe passed in November of 2015, and Jack helped conduct

Joe’s funeral service at Easley First Baptist Church. Jack passed

three months later. I’ll always remember Jack for his sense of humor

and for being a kind, encouraging person.

The article on Julius Scipio was originally published in The Chris-

tian View magazine in 2004, when I interviewed him and his dear

wife, Linda, for a story on their 50 years of marriage and life in the

ministry, and I also attended their 50th wedding anniversary celebra-

tion. I had known Dr. Scipio for several years prior, having first met

him when I was a newspaper Editor and attended and reported on

events, including at local schools, at which he was a guest speaker.

He passed on December 15, 2009, following a battle with cancer, and

I attended his funeral service at First Baptist Church in Anderson on

Saturday, December 19, 2009. I will remember him always smiling,

and I will remember him for his encouraging words and kindness.

The article on Bill Stafford was originally published in The Chris-

tian View magazine in 2007. I was blessed to hear him preach sev-

eral times and was humbled that he asked me to pray for him and his

ministry and that he told me that he appreciated what I do. I feel that

men of God such as him, whether evangelists or Pastors in Christian

churches everywhere, who preach the Word and live the Word, and

their wives, including Dr. Stafford’s wife, Sue, are among the ones

doing a great work for God. I pray that God continues to bless true

men of God in all that they do for the Lord. Dr. Stafford passed on

Sunday, September 15, 2019, following an illness, and his funeral ser-

vice was held on Thursday, September 19, 2019 at Lupton Drive

Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

The article on Fred Wolfe was originally published in The Chris-

tian View magazine in 2006. I was blessed to hear him preach sev-

eral times. After I had written the article about his life and ministry, I

asked and he permitted me to publish two of his sermons in The

Christian View magazine. His assistant at the church he pastored

later contacted me by e-mail to let me know that a lady, after having

read his message “What to Do When You Don’t Know What to

Do” in The Christian View magazine, had called their church office,

saying that the message had saved her life and that she wanted him

to know how much it meant to her to read his message. Dr. Wolfe

and his office wanted to contact me to let me know, and they were

kind to tell me that they appreciated my ministry. Dr. Wolfe, known as

Brother Fred, passed from complications due to Covid on January 3,

2021. His funeral was held at Luke 4:18 Fellowship in Mobile, Ala-

bama, and I’m thankful that the service was available to watch online.

His dear wife, Anne, passed a year before him, on February 21, 2020,

and they are now reunited.

I once saw a video of Rev. Billy Graham, George Beverly Shea,

and Cliff Barrows singing, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it

shine.” Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on

a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a

bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the

house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew

5:14-16). Each of us has a light for a world that is in darkness. Our

small light is a reflection of that great light. Jesus said, “I am the light

of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall

have the light of life” (John 8:12). Our mission, as Christians, is to

point others to the light of the Lord Jesus Christ. These men of God

and others have used their light to point others to the light of the

Saviour. Let’s each of us follow in their footsteps and do our part in

sharing Jesus, as well, with those with whom we come into contact,

until Jesus returns. Our work for the Lord is not yet finished.

Reflections (continued)

I invite and encourage everybody to come to visit the
Billy Graham Library. We purposely made the admission
and parking free of charge so that money would not be a
barrier for those who want to take part in the experience.
Please visit www.billygraham.org/library for more informa-
tion.

Also, please remember to pray for the ministries of the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association as we continue to
reach out to a lost world through a variety of ministries with
the Gospel message, and pray for my grandfather, as well.
He misses my grandmother terribly and looks forward with
anticipation to the time when they will be reunited.
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Jack Hester: “From Baseball to the Bible,
From the Mill Hill to Calvary’s Hill”

The Christian View magazine’s interview with Jack Hester
Written by KAREN BREWER, Publisher & Editor
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Jack and Shirley Hester

Baseball was his passion from the time he was a boy,
but Dr. Jack Hester found his true calling in sharing the Gos-
pel. “That was my ambition, all of my life,” Hester said, in an
interview with The Christian View magazine. “I don’t re-
member any time that I didn’t love baseball, and I started
trying to achieve that goal when I was just a lad. At 13 years
old, I began playing textile baseball. One of the players got
hurt, catching, and the coach knew that I loved baseball.
The manager asked me during the game, ‘Would you catch
for the rest of the game?’ I had never caught before. I never
had the mask on. But I did, and I stayed at that position the
rest of the year. The fellow got better, but he went into an-
other position on the team, and I was the catcher.” After
playing for the Conestee Mill baseball team and the Greenville
County American Legion baseball team, Hester, at the age
of 18, began playing professionally for the Hendersonville
Skylarks, in the same town in which his father served as

Pastor of a Baptist church, having moved from Greenville.
“During my time on the professional team, I was second
base and shortstop,” said Hester. “I would be looking up
into the grandstand, knowing the Lord had put into my heart
that I was supposed to preach. I wasn’t saved, but I’d look
up into the grandstand, and all of these people would be
there, and I would say to myself, in my own heart, ‘You
should be preaching to these people instead of trying to en-
tertain them.’ That was in my youth days, before I got saved.
People say the Lord doesn’t speak to you, but He does. I
know that.”

Hester was born on May 25, 1930 in Greenville, South
Carolina, the youngest child of William Robert Hester, Sr.
and Lula Mae Garrett Hester. The following month, his newly
saved father dedicated him to the Lord. Hester has stated
that he has known since the age of five that he wanted to
serve Jesus. In his new book, entitled, My Story for His
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Glory: From Baseball to the Bible, from the Mill Hill to
Calvary’s Hill, Hester shares humorous and also heartfelt
stories from his childhood through adulthood, including how
he had attained success in baseball but left the sport he loved
for a Saviour he loved more.

Even though he was not yet saved at the time, he was
under conviction to, as he states, “permit Jesus to have com-
plete control of my life.” During his lunch break at the manu-
facturing plant where he worked, he would go to his car and
listen to Harold B. Sightler on “The Bright Spot Hour.” “I
began going to as many revival services as I could,” Hester
writes. “I was really interested to know more of the Bible.
Most of the revivals I would attend, I went alone. There-
fore, I had plenty of time to concentrate on the service and
what I heard.” Hester’s father also preached on the radio,
and, one Saturday, as Jack listened, he heard his father re-
quest prayer for his youngest son. “I was under so much
conviction I couldn’t sleep,” Hester writes. “I would lie in
my bed at night and for hours seemingly I would visualize
myself before a congregation of people in church, preach-
ing. I could see myself doing what God had called me to
do.” During one lunch break, while listening to Sightler on
the radio and reading a Gospel tract a co-worker had given
him, Hester began to weep, and, while sitting there in his car,
he gave his life to the Lord.

When he told his father that he had been saved and that
God had called him to preach, his father asked him to preach
at the church he pastored in Hendersonville. Hester preached
to a filled sanctuary, and 13 came forward during the invita-
tion to be saved. The 20-year-old new convert, who had
just preached his first sermon, was baptized by his father
following that service.

The following Sunday, Hester was invited to preach at
the church where he grew up, where his father had previ-
ously pastored. He preached once more to a sanctuary filled
to capacity, and, once more, 13 people came forward to
receive Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

He began to preach in churches throughout South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee. Before he
could begin to study for the ministry, he was drafted, in Sep-
tember, 1951, and was stationed first at Fort Jackson and
then overseas in Austria, where he witnessed to servicemen
and civilians.

On May 9, 1953, while in Austria, Hester received word
that his father had passed away. “We had a great relation-
ship,” Hester told The Christian View magazine, speaking
of his father. “My Dad was a preacher. He preached himself
‘to death.’ He pastored a church. He did 42 revivals a year.
He had a radio ministry, and he was on about 15 radio sta-
tions every day, and also he did tent meetings in the summer.
He was dedicated to the Lord. He didn’t give a lot of time to

my brother and me, because he was busy. I did the same
thing. That’s one regret that I have now. I was busy when
my boys were growing up. I didn’t give them the time that I
feel like I would have, as I look back now. I encourage
young preachers to give their children quality time, maybe
not quantity time but quality time.”

Hester also had a great relationship with his mother, whom
he calls his prayer warrior. “She was a faithful saint of God,
an encourager,” he told The Christian View magazine. “In
all of my baseball career, she never saw me play a ballgame.
She was a homemaker and was busy at home. I was her
Pastor for 21 years. When she passed away, I was asked
by my brother and sisters to help do her funeral, and I did. It
was hard, but I felt I owed that to her. She was a great, great
saint of God.”

Upon being discharged from the service, Hester returned
home and, with his mother and family, attended a church
founded under the leadership of Dr. Harold B. Sightler.
Hester began singing in a quartet, teaching a Sunday school
class, and preaching Wednesday nights when the Pastor was
away preaching in revival meetings. Hester again began to
preach in churches in his home state and in neighboring states.
He returned to work for his former employer, and, in the
autumn of 1953, he began attending North Greenville Junior
College (now North Greenville University).

Hester married his bride, Shirley Annette Koone, on
March 6, 1955. Their son Phil and his wife, Aileen, have a
son, Jamin, and a daughter, Brittany. Their son Steve and his
wife, Jean, have two daughters, Amanda and Stefanie. Their
youngest son, Bryan, and his wife, Angie, have three sons,
Austin, Aaron, and Alex. The Hesters also have three great
grandsons, Parker, Ethan, and Zachariah. Hester told The
Christian View magazine that his wife and family have been
great influences and encouragers to him through the years.
“She and my boys are beyond a blessing. She has been very
faithful, and our sons are great, hardworking boys. I appre-
ciate the love they show us. Those grandchildren are a joy
to us. God has blessed us with good grandchildren and three
of the sweetest daughters-in-law anyone could ever ask for.
There is no way that I could tell you all of the ways the Lord
has blessed my life. He has blessed me with my wife. He’s
blessed me with my children. He’s blessed me with my daugh-
ters-in-law and grandchildren and great grandchildren and
friends all over America. I guess that’s what’s kept me going
– the fellowship and relationships I have with people.”

In 1959, four years after the Hesters married, they and
their first two sons, both small boys at the time, moved from
Chattanooga, Tennessee, where Hester had been studying
at Tennessee Temple University, to Simpsonville, South
Carolina, where he was called to pastor Grace Baptist
Church.  During his pastorate there, he began “The Gospel
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Jack Hester preaching in a special service celebrating 65 years of preaching

Jack Hester
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Dynamite Hour”, a daily radio ministry which lasted for 21
½ years. He also released, in August, 1972, a 30-minute
audio drama entitled “The Rapture” on a 78 rpm record. It
was later re-released on cassette and on compact disc (cd).
He said that this soul-winning tool led thousands to receive
Christ, as they listened to events unfold depicting the future
Rapture of Christians from earth.

“I was on the radio for 21 years,” Hester explained. “I
built my own studio in the church where I pastored in
Simpsonville. I was in my office one morning after I had just
gotten off the radio. I had just completed a series in the
book of Revelation, teaching verse by verse. (I like the book
of Revelation. I’ve done a lot of studying in that.) Bryan, our
youngest son, had been injured playing football and had to
have crutches. He got past the crutches, and he brought the
crutches to me to take back to the doctor who had loaned
them to us. I sat at my desk, and I looked at them, and I
thought, ‘That’s the way it’s going to be when the Rapture
comes. There are going to be crutches and all paraphernalia
here left behind when the Lord returns.’ I called the radio
station, my friends Ben Davis (who was my radio announcer
for years, from his teenage years until he married, and one of
the greatest guys I’ve ever known) and Leroy Hamilton (who
was the owner of the radio station and one of the smartest
men I’ve ever known). I said I needed to have a conference
for a few minutes, and I went down and spoke about what I
had in mind, and they said, ‘We’ll be glad to help you with
it.’ And so they did. The Lord gave me that. It is a drama.
It’s not preaching. It’s not music. It’s what the Lord revealed
to me what is going to be taking place immediately following
the Rapture of the church. The Second Coming and the
Rapture are two different elements. The Second Coming is
when He’s coming back and setting up His kingdom on earth.
The Rapture is when He’s coming back in the clouds and
calling us out as a bride, the born again, calling us out of
earth. The record was professionally done. It has gone all
over the world. Missionaries have taken it to English-speaking
countries. We’ve had more than 30,000 recorded conver-
sions from that record and no doubt more that we don’t
know. It’s possibly the greatest soul-winning recording that
has ever been produced, and it’s still being used across the
country and even around the world. It’s more effective now
than it was then (in 1972), because we’re nearer to the Rap-
ture than we were then. It could be any moment. We don’t
know. It is a very effective tool to witness to loved ones or
friends.”

When his friend and his former radio announcer Ben
Davis became President of Connie Maxwell Children’s
Home, Hester served as a member of the Executive Board
for five years. “I knew Ben from his high school days, his
college days, his wedding day, and when he was Mayor,

and he and Polly are two of the greatest people who have
ever been,” Hester said. “We’re very fortunate to have had
them at Connie Maxwell. I had five years of a good relation-
ship with them there. We made a lot of progress. They’re
still making progress. It’s a wonderful organization. The rea-
son I accepted it is my heart is for children. On my radio
broadcast at that radio station, Ben and Leroy and I and the
preachers and churches in the community there raised about
six tons of sugar for Miracle Hill. One year, because we had
given them so much sugar that they couldn’t use all of it, the
Lord put it on my heart to give them sheets and pillowcases
for their beds. Our church was 57 feet wide. People brought
in new sheets and pillowcases, and we placed those sheets
and pillowcases, in packs, right across in front of the pulpit.
I had scheduled the Miracle Hill choir to come sing on Sun-
day. On Saturday night, the laundry at Miracle Hill caught
fire and burned all of the sheets and pillowcases. The Lord
knows how to work things out. The Lord knew that we’d
give them a truck load. See how the Lord works. That’s just
one miracle that God’s done.”

Hester pastored Cannon Memorial Baptist Church in
Central, South Carolina beginning in late 1980 until becom-
ing the Pastor of Powdersville First Baptist Church in
Powdersville, South Carolina, where he served until Easter
Sunday, 2002. He then pastored for eight and a half years at
Nine Forks Baptist Church in Dacusville, South Carolina. In
2013, he served as interim Pastor at Mountain Grove Bap-
tist Church in Pickens, South Carolina before beginning to
serve on staff at City View First Baptist Church in Greenville,
South Carolina, where Mike Runion serves as Pastor.

“I realize my days are coming down,” Hester said.”The
shadows are growing. I don’t know how much longer. I’m a
busy man. I’m very satisfied here at City View. I believe I’m
here at City View First Baptist in the perfect will of God. I
think the Lord has blessed our ministry by coming here, be-
ing obedient to Him. I have a great Pastor and some of the
finest people in the world. We love it. I don’t know how
long the Lord will let us stay here, but God has blessed us,
and we’ve seen a lot of people saved by going out from this
church, representing the Lord, by the graciousness of City
View First Baptist and my Pastor letting us go anytime any
place to minister. I wish everybody would come here.”

Hester said that he has had many fond memories from
his time in ministry. “I have a lot of fun memories, and I have
a lot of serious memories. There has been a lot of fun, and
there has been heartache. A lot of times, there has been over-
whelming joy. The goodness of God and the blessings of
God have outweighed any negative thing over the years. I
try to be a positive person. It hasn’t all been well. I’ve had
open-heart surgery. I’ve had by-pass surgery. I have stents.
I have a pacemaker. But I enjoy life. I really enjoy life.”
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When asked what he enjoyed most about being a Pas-
tor, Hester replied, “Seeing people saved and seeing people
grow in the grace of God, seeing families come together
under the umbrella of the church, seeing converts baptized. I
love God’s people, not necessarily in the Baptist realm only.
If a person is saved and he or she loves the Lord and they’ve

accepted Christ as their Saviour, they’re my brother or sis-
ter in the Lord. We may not agree on every doctrinal aspect,
but we agree that we are brothers and sisters in the Lord.
I’ve had a lot of good fellowship with different people who
may not believe exactly like I believe. I don’t let that be-
come a hindrance or barrier between our friendship.”
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days are looking for a happy religion. They’re not seeking a
holy relationship.’ I’ve shared that with different churches
where I’ve preached since then. I thought that was a sermon
you could preach and dismiss and go home. That’s where
we are now. We need to take the time to bring our children
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, that, when
they grow old, they’ll not depart from it. That’s what the
scriptures teach us.”

A character from the Bible whom Hester admires is Job,
because Job’s faith continued even after what happened to
him. Other favorite biblical characters include John the Bap-
tist, Paul, and Jonah. “All of the characters of the Bible are
important to me,” he added.

Hester enjoys Gospel music. One of his favorite songs
is “When I Get Up to Heaven,” which he says he wants his
wife to sing at his funeral. “I love good singing,” he said. ‘My
Dad was a musician. He played the piano and wrote music.
Bryan is Minister of Music (at Pickens First Baptist Church).
My wife is talented. I can’t sing. I can’t even play the radio
without getting static. But I love music. I love good Gospel
singing. I go back to the Southern Gospel music that I like
more than any.”

He enjoyed a trip to Israel he took with Junior Hill and
in a group. “I would probably go over there and live, if I
could,” he said. “It’s a magnificent place. I would encourage
every preacher to go in the early years of their ministry. We
had a great time, seeing places I had read about come to
life. You’re there. You’ve walked where Jesus walked. You’ve
been where He was. When I’m preaching, I can think about
it. Like Lazarus’ tomb – I laid down in his tomb. Something
stays with you after you go there. When you’re preaching,
and while you’re visualizing it, you’re sharing it with the
people, and they’re listening more effectively. It’s a great
experience. You grow a lot. It’s one more wonderful, won-
derful trip. I’d go back tomorrow if I had the opportunity.”

Hester lives in Easley, South Carolina and stays busy in
the ministry. “I’ve preached in some of the largest churches
in America, and I’ve preached in some of the smallest
churches in America,” he said, adding, “If you’re too big to
preach in a small church, you’re too small to preach in a big
church. I never ask a church what size it is when they ask me
to come. I never ask them what the offering is going to be.
It’s a move by faith, and the Lord has always taken care of
all of that down through the years. So, we go by faith. It’s a
ministry of faith. God has blessed us. We’re busy all of the
time, busier than I want to be.”

When asked how he would like to be remembered,
Hester replied, “I’d like to be remembered as being faithful
to the Lord, faithful to my wife, faithful to my family, and
faithful to God’s Word, and being a friend to everybody.”

Hester said that he would advise younger preachers: “If
you will stay by the Word, the God of the Word will stay by
you.” That was the advice given to him, as a young man, by
Dr. B.R. Laken, whom he calls an influential person in his
life. “He used to come to my house and stay when he would
do revivals. He was a very wise man. If I could encourage a
young preacher, I would give him advice for him to take
much time in Bible study, much time in prayer, and more
time with his family. My philosophy was not this all of the
time, but, for the last 25 years, it has been — God first,
family second, church third. I had it different. I had it God
first, church second, and family third, and that was not good.
And I would encourage a young preacher to buy him a house.
He needs to have a place he can call his own.”

He advises all Christians, especially families, to become
involved in a good, Bible-believing church. “I’m concerned
about the neglect of parents in bringing their children up in
church,” he said.

To see himself through difficult times, Hester turns to the
Word of God. “I use a verse of scripture that has helped me:
“I can do all things through Christ which strengthenth me”
(Philippians 4:13). Also, Jeremiah 33:3 is my lifetime verse:
“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great
and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” That has been
a stabilizing scripture for me in difficult times. But the blessed
times outweigh the bad times. We’ve had difficulties but noth-
ing insurmountable. Everything has been in the hands of the
Lord. God has been in it. Most people are gracious and
kind and receptive to me and my family. For that, I’m grate-
ful to the Lord and grateful to my friends.”

Another favorite verse of scripture is Romans 1:16: “For
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.” “I quoted it on my radio broad-
cast every day for 21 years, every morning, seven days a
week,” he said.

Another favorite is Romans 8:28: “And we know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose.” “We
can’t understand it all, but we know that it does.

“Also, for somebody that hasn’t been saved, I think about
Romans 10:13: ‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved.’ That excludes no one. That in-
cludes everyone.

“Those are precious verses of scripture for me.”
Hester said that he would do all he could for others to

accept Jesus Christ as Saviour. “People don’t realize they’re
lost,” he said. “They have a religion but no relationship. You
have to know the Lord to have a relationship. My son Bryan
made a great statement to me. He said, ‘Dad, people nowa-



“Do you see that smile on her face? I put it there.”
Dr. Julius Scipio had a smile of his own for his wife,

Linda, on their 50th wedding anniversary. Family and friends
were invited to Secona Baptist Church’s fellowship building
for a special reception in their honor on Saturday, June 5.
The two were married on June 5, 1954 at Robinson Chapel
United Methodist Church in Liberty.

“It doesn’t seem like 50 years,” Scipio said. “It has been
such a beautiful ride with so few bumps in the road that we
don’t realize we’ve traveled so far.

“My wife and I have always had a powerful relation-
ship. When we were married, we took a vow that we
wouldn’t allow gossip from any source to affect us in any
way, and that we would never go to bed angry with each
other. We’ve always measured our words when we’ve got-
ten upset about something. We wouldn’t want to do any-
thing we would regret. If we had problems we couldn’t solve,
we wanted to be sane enough to be able to say that we can’t
solve this tonight, but we could kiss and go to bed and know
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that, in the bright light of a new day, it would probably look
much better. What people disagree about usually isn’t that
important. It’s a matter of who’s going to have their way.
We took a vow the night we were married, and we had
prayer and decided to take these additional vows. We are in
it for the long haul. People say marriage is so hard, but it’s
really not hard, if you have the right mindset and the right
person.

“For the past 30 years, I’ve gotten up every morning
and gone to McDonald’s to get her coffee, because she likes
McDonald’s coffee. And if she wants breakfast in bed, I fix
breakfast. When people are courting, they usually do those
kinds of things, but, when they get married, they figure they
have it made. But, if it takes that to get them, it takes that to
cultivate a rich relationship.”

The Scipios met in 1947 while he was a student at Clafflin
College in Orangeburg and she had transferred from Clark
College to South Carolina State College. It was love at first
sight.
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“I prayed for her,” he said. “I share this with young
people. Marriage is such an awesome step that I don’t think
there is any human sense that we can draw from to give us
the kind of assurance we need in choosing a mate. I believe
that God has to intervene. For three years, I prayed for God
to give me a wife, a preacher’s wife.”

Scipio knew all of his life that he would follow in the
footsteps of his paternal grandfather (for whom he was
named), in being a minister. “When I was five years of age,
my Dad could not put me in a field behind a mule without my
tie,” he said. “My tie would drag the ground.”

His maternal grandfather was also a minister, but he died
in 1922, six years before Scipio was born in Darlington.

“I knew my father’s father very well,” he said. “He was
a local minister, but he had had a stroke. He lived a mile
from us, and, every Wednesday, he would walk a mile and
bring us a bag of pecans. He would have a stick in one hand,
walk on one leg and drag the other one, because he had had
a stroke. He would say, ‘You are my little preacher. I want
you to pass these pecans around to the boys and girls. I
know you are going to be fair.’

“I just felt a strong urge to be a preacher like him. From
the time I was five years old, I felt I was drawn to the minis-
try.

“He named me. He said, ‘You have my name. You are
going to preach all over the world.’ Here was a man who
could not read or write. He was a slave, born in 1842. He
had a memory ‘like an elephant.’ He was an effective
preacher in our area. He said, ‘I’m not going to be around,
but you’re going to travel, and you’re going to preach all
over the world. I feel like I’ll be there, too, because you
have my name.’

“There were times, when money was slow, when I would
feel the need to back away and do something else. I had a
teaching certificate, and I said to my wife one day, ‘I think
I’m going to back away from it for awhile and get a
schoolteacher’s job.’ She said, ‘No, honey, we’re going to
make it.’ I hadn’t wanted to (back away from it), but I really
was feeling her out. She was never materialistic. She had
friends who were living large and driving big cars. I would
say, ‘Honey, I’m sorry I can’t give you that lifestyle.’ She
would say, ‘I wouldn’t want it.’ It goes back to the fact that
‘life does not consist in the abundance of things.’”

The first church Scipio pastored was in Bennettsville. “I
had just graduated from college, and, that following fall, I
taught social studies for a year at St. John High School in
Cameron. Then, I went to Howard University for a year.
My Dad took sick, and I came home to take over the farm.
My baby brother was in high school. Had I not come home,
he would have had to come out of school. I came home for
three years to go to the farm. My baby brother finished school

and went to college.
“I pastored that first church in Bennettsville. I went there

in 1951 and stayed there until 1953 and came here. I
pastored here until 1956, when I finished at seminary.” In
Pickens County, at that time, he had a four-point circuit,
four churches he pastored: Pickens Chapel Methodist
Church, Robinson Chapel United Methodist Church, Cross
Roads, and Union Campground. “I was driving 300 miles
every weekend between here and Atlanta and back,” he
said. “And I was taking 16 hours of graduate work at the
same time.” He graduated in 1956. When his senior sermon
was recorded, his daughter, Danee, born in 1955, cried as
his wife held her on her lap. “Her cries came out on my
senior sermon,” he said.

After seminary, he and his family traveled with migrant
workers, for whom he served as a chaplain. “We were sta-
tioned in Pompano Beach, Florida, and we traveled with the
workers along the eastern seaboard all of the way to Rhode
Island,” he said. “In November, we would head back to
Florida again. We did that twice and then were permanently
stationed in Pompano Beach, Florida. We were there five
or six years, and then went to St. Louis, Missouri, where I
pastored a church from 1961 to 1966. “We were there to
see the Arch completed. Our oldest children’s names are in
a time capsule in the base of that Arch, along with all of the
other school children’s names.

“We went to Detroit, and we were there during the worst
riot in this country, with the exception of the one in Watts.
More than 60 people were killed in the streets of Detroit in
1967. It was a local thing, nothing on the national scene until
Martin Luther King was shot, and people burned down a lot
of stuff. To me, that was so foolish, because he gave his life
for peace. People just went crazy.

“We came back in 1970. That’s when Larry, our baby
boy, was born.”

Scipio assisted his mother-in-law, Floy McDonald, with
her nursing home. She had been a midwife who delivered
more than 500 babies and had built three nursing homes,
including Rosemond Nursing Home in Pickens. “She was
the biggest employer in the black community,” Scipio said.
“She learned to read and write after my wife learned to read
and write. If a person wants to do a thing, they will find a
way. If they don’t want to do a thing, they will find an ex-
cuse. There were no excuses in my mother-in-law’s vocabu-
lary. She had the tenacity of a bulldog. If she set her mind to
it, you could rest assured it was going to happen. She’d find
a way to make it happen.”

In 1973, Scipio was called to a 10-member church in
Spartanburg. “I came from a 2,000-member church to a
10-member church,” he said. “They were in a ragged build-
ing behind Wofford College. We bought a new building that
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cost about $160,000 – with 10 members. We took in about
60 members that first month. It went up and up. People
started coming, and to pay for that church was no problem
at all. But it took faith to move those 10 members into that
$160,000 church, with four acres of land. I stayed there
from 1973 to 1982, the longest I stayed at a church.

“Then, I went to Columbia, to a big church down-
town, and stayed there until 1987, when I went to a 1,000-
member church in Memphis. I stayed there until 1991.
That’s when I came home. I had been in evangelism ever
since until October, 2003, when I was called to be the
interim Pastor at Royal Baptist Church in Anderson.” (In
June, Scipio was called as Pastor of Royal Baptist.)

“When my wife and I went to this church, the first Sun-
day in October, I said, ‘You can find preachers who can
beat me preaching. But I promise you this: You will never
find another preacher who will love you the way I love
you. It’s unconditional love.’ My mother said this when we
were growing up: ‘You can talk about me as much as you
please, but, when I talk about you, I’m going to be on my
knees.’

“There’s nothing anyone can do to me to change who
I am. I would never allow folks to make me act in a certain
way and take me out of who I am. I think I ought to be that
in spite of what happens.

“Being a Christian is like homogenized milk. The mind
and body are so intertwined that you can’t separate them.
Christianity is that way; it should be so much a part of my
life that it affects the way I talk, the way I walk, the way I
relate to people. I shouldn’t have to walk around and say
I’m a Christian. If you treat people as a Christian ought,
they will say, ‘There’s something peculiar about that per-
son.’ The song goes, ‘How shall we know we are Chris-
tians? By our love.’

“Better than any accolade I could ever have is that
children feel comfortable around me,” he said. “Kids are
not safe at home anymore. Everybody ought to have a
safe place.

“My wife and I were watching a movie one night. It
showed a man beating his wife. He was so brutal to her.
She finally broke away and had to go to a shelter for bat-
tered women. We went on to bed that night, and, about
3:00 in the morning, my wife said, ‘Julius, are you asleep?’
I said, ‘No.’ She said, ‘I just want you to know that I feel
so safe with you.’ She has told me some beautiful things,
but that’s the greatest compliment she ever gave me — to
know that she’s safe in my presence. South Carolina leads
the nation in battered women. We would never want to
put that in the top priority. I preach to our young people:
let’s not add to this negative publicity; be kind to people.’”

Scipio said that a joy of his ministry has been to “hear

young people whose lives I’ve been able to touch years later
come back and say, ‘I am what I am because I got a chance
to meet you.’ I was able to multiply my life through the lives
of young people.”

He related a story about a young woman he had watched
grow up in the youth group of the church he had pastored in
Memphis. “She was a brilliant kid, had such promise,” he
said. Her father had bought rare coins with his money, and,
when she had graduated from high school, he said that he
did not plan to send her to college. Scipio asked her father
for his permission to send her to school. He then told her,
“Start packing your bags. This fall, you will go to college.”

“I didn’t a bit more know what I was going to do, but it
just came out,” he said.

He was able to secure scholarship funds as well as money
from the church to pay for her college education. She has
since earned her master’s degree and has finished her dis-
sertation for her doctorate. “She ran for the Mississippi State
Senate this past year and garnered 40% of the vote, for the
first time ever going into politics,” he said. She sent him a
letter in which she wrote, “Reverend, I want you to know I
am what I am because of you. You made that possible.’

“Nobody knows what a gentle touch can do to steer
people to their destiny.

“I just cried,” he said.
“I can multiply this in many ways where we were able to

do things for young people. The highest moment of my life is
when I’ve been able to see the fruit of our labor manifested
in their lives. I think that’s really what eternity is about. You
put yourself in the life of a child, and they, in turn, put that in
another child’s life. You keep living. So, it’s not how much
you acquire, how much money you have. God is faithful,
and He rewards faithfulness.”

The Scipios were blessed with five children of their own:
Danee Bowens, of Pickens; Julius Edward ‘Eddie’, of
Warner-Robins, Georgia; Isaiah (who was named for his
paternal grandfather and who followed in his father’s foot-
steps as a preacher), of Pickens; John, of Alpharetta, Geor-
gia; and the late Francis Lawrence ‘Larry’. The Scipios are
also proud grandparents of eight grandchildren and three
great grandchildren.

Their youngest son, Larry, died three days before Christ-
mas in 1980 at the age of 10. He had been diagnosed with
leukemia at the age of eight.

“He had a bone marrow transplant at Johns Hopkins,”
Scipio said. “My wife and I stayed with him. That was an-
other real trial. She went there and stayed until he died. We
went there the early part of October and she was there
through December. I was pastoring in Spartanburg. I would
stay at Johns Hopkins through the week and would leave
about 12:00 Saturday. At 1:00 Sunday morning, I would be



The Christian View magazine          Preach the Word          page 23

in Charlotte, North Carolina. I’d put up for the night and
drive the next morning to Spartanburg for Sunday school,
and I’d preach. The ladies would fix my food in a shoebox,
and I’d set it on the seat of the car and turn around and drive
back to Johns Hopkins. I would get in there at midnight and
relieve them. They would have been in the hospital all week-
end.

“My oldest son gave my youngest son the bone mar-
row. I have a sister, Laura, who is a registered nurse living in
New York. When it happened, she left Brooklyn and was
by our side as a registered nurse. She stayed there until he
died and came to Pickens for the funeral. That’s the kind of
relationship that keeps people going.

“Our family has 10 children, and we all have that kind of
relationship. If one hurts, the other nine feel the pain. I can’t
wrap my mind around it when I see families fighting and
feuding. We’ve never had that. Mom and Dad told us early
on, ‘If you love one another, no one on the outside is going
to try to destroy you. Have a close-knit relationship.’ That’s
the thing we’ve kept alive all of these years.

“Would you believe there are 10 children in our family,
and all of us are still living? The median age is 75. Our baby
sister is 65. My older sister is 85. All of us are still living.
That’s a miracle.”

The Scipios decided to celebrate their 50th anniversary
at Secona Baptist Church, because their son Larry is buried
there. “We felt the closeness of our baby boy,” said Scipio.

Scipio spoke about the closeness of their youngest son
to two of his classmates, twins Brett and Bart Turner, mem-
bers of Secona Baptist Church. “Larry would spend the night
at their house, and they would spend the night here,” he
said. “My son would say, ‘Do you know why I love the
Turner boys? Because they don’t treat me like I’m sick.
They treat me normal.’

“They were pallbearers at his funeral, along with his broth-
ers. They were close. They were all 10 years of age and in
the fifth grade.

“It was the first integrated funeral in Pickens. He had
attended Pickens Elementary and then transferred to Hagood
Elementary and was there about a month. Busloads of kids
were brought to the funeral. White girls and black girls were
flower bearers. White boys and black boys served as pall-
bearers. I thought about what Dr. Martin Luther King had
said, about little black boys and little white boys holding
hands together.”

Brett Turner, who is now the Head Football Coach at
Pickens High School, spoke at the Scipios’ 50th wedding
anniversary reception. “Brett talked about how close he and
Larry were,” said Scipio. “He said, ‘Larry affected my life in
such a wonderful way, that I discovered, when my child came,
Larry had prepared me for that.’

“Dr. Lloyd Batson has always been an integral part of
our lives, during good times and bad,” Scipio continued.
“He invited me to preach at First Baptist in the early 1970’s,
at a time when this wasn’t popular. I went on a Sunday morn-
ing, to preach at First Baptist, and the place was packed.
The Holy Spirit fell on that congregation. It was just awe-
some.

“He was with us when Larry passed. I’ll long remember
his remarks. It was right at Christmas. He said, ‘When the
wise men came to see Jesus, they were led by His star, but,
when they got to Bethlehem and they found the Christ child,
the star disappeared.’ He asked the question: ‘What hap-
pens when the star is gone?’ That man waxed eloquently.
He said, ‘When the star is gone, we all have a holy presence
once we come in contact with Christ.’

“To lose a son, a baby son, I’ve seen it ‘kill’ a lot of
people. But, during the funeral, we were holding hands and
comforting our people. It was a matter of the shepherd tak-
ing care of the sheep. They would say to me, ‘Reverend,
you sit down. Let us take care of you.’ I said, ‘No, you’ll
never see in the Bible where the sheep take care of the shep-
herd. It’s the shepherd’s job to comfort the sheep.’ And,
from that experience, people say, ‘Reverend Scipio, I want
to have a grip on life so that, when something like this hap-
pens in my life, I can be as firm and calm.’ We talk religion,
but we’ve got to be able to live it. We’ve got to be able to
mean what we say. This has been my sustaining strength and
calm.”

In 1994, Scipio was recognized both locally and nation-
ally with a Jefferson Award for Public Service for his work
with The Elephant Men, which he founded. The Jefferson
Awards, named for President Thomas Jefferson, were be-
gun in 1972 when Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Senator
Robert Taft, Jr., and Sam Beard founded the American In-
stitute for Public Service as a way to award a ‘Nobel Prize’
for public and community service. Scipio received not only
the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Award for Outstanding
Public Service Benefitting the Local Community in 1994 (one
of only five on the national level), but he also was named in
the Jefferson Awards Hall of Fame, as one of the top 25
recipients, in 1997 (again one of only five), during the 25th
anniversary of The Jefferson Awards.

“I said, ‘Do you mean to tell me they give awards to
people for doing what they love to do?’ It was quite a sur-
prise and a humbling experience.

“The Elephant Men was started for troubled young men
who didn’t have a lot of support from home,” he said. “We
would go to the courts. I noticed there were several kids
being processed. They would send them down to Colum-
bia, because there was no alternative. I started working with
the judges to come up with an alternative to prison, and they
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were very cooperative. We were able to do some miracu-
lous things with young people who were constantly in trouble,
and get them on the right track. Our motto was ‘to protect
and direct.’”

The name for the organization came from the fact that
adult elephants in the wild will circle around a younger el-
ephant to protect him.

“So many boys now in prison had no daddy around,”
said Scipio. “To have a father is about a rarity now in a lot of
families. The mother has to take on so much responsibility,
getting two jobs to just put food on the table. Because of
that, there may be no discipline in the home.

“The community rallied to our support and gave us funds.
Right now, it’s not very active, because we just about worked
ourselves out of business. We don’t have any young men in
the prison system in the city of Pickens.”

Scipio accepted his award in the U.S. Supreme Court
building in Washington, D.C. When he was selected as one
of the ‘best of the best’ for the 25th anniversary of The
Jefferson Awards, he and the others were each given time to
speak, as the awards presentation was televised by C-SPAN
from The Library of Congress. Scipio was told, “Think care-
fully about what you are about to say, because it will be
heard around the world.”

“My sainted grandfather had said, ‘You’re going to be
preaching all over the world,’” said Scipio. “I have never
been abroad, but my voice has traveled abroad. My sainted
grandfather could not read or write, and I thought, ‘How in
the world could he have had this kind of vision?’ There, I
stood and cried. I became overwhelmed with emotion. He
said, ‘You will go all over the world, and I will be there with
you.’

“People called me from Memphis, Philadelphia, Cali-
fornia, New York. They had seen me on television. I thought,
‘Here I am, just a country boy.’

“From the time I was six to nine, I stuttered so badly, I
couldn’t say a sentence. I would just shake, trying to get my
words out. As I look back, it was a direct result of the death
of my grandfather, whom I idolized. I couldn’t handle it. Dad
would pray for me. Mom would pray, ‘Cut loose this boy’s
stammering tongue. Let him be a spokesman for you, Lord.’
I had never been to a medical doctor, never been to a speech
therapist. They didn’t have speech therapists then. I rest my
case. I don’t stutter anymore. God answered their prayers.”

When speaking to groups, especially to students, Scipio
often recites the following poem written by Dr. Benjamin E.
Mays, President of Morehouse College in Atlanta from 1940
to 1967: “I have only just a minute. Only sixty seconds in it.
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it. Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose
it. But it’s up to me to use it. I must suffer if I lose it. Give
account if I abuse it. Just a tiny little minute, but eternity is in
it.”

“We knew him real well,” Scipio said of Mayes, a native
South Carolinian from Ninety Six. “His father was a share-
cropper on land where Lander College is now,” Scipio said.
“He was a sharecropper, working with his father, on that
same land. In 1973, they invited him to Lander College to
speak, and they conferred upon him a Doctor of Letters.
The next morning, the newspaper headline read: ‘From
Sharecropper to Doctor on the same piece of land.’

“God has in store for us things that we can’t even per-
ceive. If anybody had told me when I was a boy behind that
mule that my life would take on the direction it has taken, I
would never have believed it.”

Family and heritage are so important to the Scipio fam-
ily. The home in which he and his wife live, where grandchil-
dren play, is the same house in which she was born.

He, himself, came from a family of 10 siblings. “I was
number five,” he said, “right in the middle. Out of 10 chil-
dren, there were five boys and five girls. I’m the fifth child
born on the fifth day of the fifth month. I got married the fifth
of June. Our first child was born on the fifth of April. We had
five children. So, five was my lucky number.”

Scipio said that he has always tried to be an example for
his children, and that they never had to wonder about the
importance their father placed on his family, no matter how
busy he would be.

“Our baby son had written a letter, which said: ‘My
Daddy is a preacher and has to be away a lot, but, when
he’s home, he’s home.’ They never felt I had other stuff more
important. My mother taught me that. We grew up on a
farm. On Sunday, my mother would take out her best linen
and cook dinner fit for a king and queen. We would say,
‘Mama, is company coming?’ She would say, ‘The greatest
company I know -- my family.’”

Even today, Scipio said, his children, who are grown
with children of their own, give him cards. “They always
write, ‘Daddy, you’re my hero.’”
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Called to preach at the age of 19, Bill Stafford surren-
dered after a time of rebellion in his teenage years. In an
interview with The Christian View magazine, Dr. Stafford
said of his early years, “My Mom and Dad kept me in church.
I got saved when I was 12. I was raised in a Christian atmo-
sphere. I went through a time of rebellion, but the whole
time I was rebelling, I still knew that God had His hand on
me and that He was not going to let me go. But I still put it
off until I was 19. I got tired of running, and I surrendered to
preach.

“I had a lot of physical problems. I was born anemic. I
have passed out many times in my life. When God called
me, I had to work hard to get over things people might say.
‘You’re a preacher? You don’t look like a preacher. Preach-
ers are healthy. You don’t look like you’re going to make it.’
Just remarks.” Stafford said that taught him “that ‘any old
bush’ will do. It drove me to dependence solely on the Lord
Jesus.

“When I was called to preach, I believe God called me
for my whole life. But that doesn’t mean there weren’t times
I wanted to quit. I would have quit, in a minute, because of
the storms, the darkness, the disappointments, the trials. I
‘threw in the towel’, but God threw it back. That’s the truth.
I’m here, not because I’m a good man or a good preacher.
I’m here because God wouldn’t let me go.”

Stafford has fond memories of his Pastor, Rev. Frank
Craton. “When I was called to preach, he started me preach-
ing immediately,” he said. “We would preach every Satur-
day on the street. That was back in the days when you didn’t
just stand and holler. You had meetings, and would set up
for it, and they liked it, in those days. And he would take me
to meetings with him, and he would let me preach. He shared
the pulpit, and I preached in our church. He was a gracious
man, a great man of God.”

A later Pastor, Rev. Frank Franz, whom he called a ‘su-
per preacher’, was also an encouragement to him. “These
were country preachers, who wanted to help somebody,
pour into them,” he said.

Stafford has had many positive influences in his life --
first of all, his parents, William Roy Stafford, Sr. and Lottie
Stafford. “My Mom lost her right leg to cancer when she
was 28,” he said. “She was on crutches until she died at 81.
She worked all of her life. We were raised very poorly, in an
800-square-foot house with no inside plumbing. But we had
a close relationship with Mom and Dad, who loved God,
and that was a heritage.”

Men of God who impacted his life included the late
Manley Beasley, whom he called “a great preacher on faith,
trusting God, and incorporating the promises of how to let
God be your sufficiency, living in His ability, not yours, and
letting Him ‘kick the doors open’ for your ministry, because
your ministry is not yours, it’s the Lord Jesus’.

“He taught me all of those principles that you trust God,
because we belong to Him, and, all of that faith and trust
molded my life, so that, wherever I go, no matter if it’s a big
church or a little church, I know that God is my supply and
that He’ll take care of me. All of the promises of the Word
are activated by the resurrection of Jesus, which means I
can trust everything He says.”

Another encourager, he said, has been Dr. Ron Lynch,
an evangelist and also Pastor of Siloam Baptist Church in
Easley, South Carolina. “Ron Lynch is one of the greatest
preachers of Christ’s life that I have ever heard,” said Stafford.
“His preaching fills my soul with truth and has helped me a
lot. He has sent me books and has helped me to read more.”

Other preachers he has been blessed by hearing include
Dr. Junior Hill and Dr. Bob Pitman. “I love to hear preach-
ing,” he said. “I really do.”
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Bill Stafford: Battles and Blessings
The Christian View magazine’s interview with Bill Stafford

Written by KAREN BREWER, Publisher & Editor

Bill Stafford



Other preachers influenced him in the past. “When I was
in meetings with Jack Taylor in the Congress on Revival
Across America, when we got into some meetings that were
really an outbreak of revival, he had an impact on my life,”
he said. “In preaching with Manley in Switzerland or in Aus-
tria or in Hungary, I got to be with the greatest worldwide
preachers, and so many of them have had a great impact on
my life.

“J. Harold Smith, renowned in this country, impacted
my life in two ways. Number one – preach with boldness,
but make sure it’s God’s boldness, not yours, because, if it’s
your boldness, you’ll get in trouble, and, then, hold the line
on landmarks that have made your ministry what it is, and
things that are established that will never change, and those
convictions that are God’s convictions.  And don’t allow the
culture to dominate your life, but Jesus Christ dominate your
life, because the culture will never understand the mystery of
the Gospel. Those who are convicted of the Holy Spirit are
awakened to their lostness and will run to the cross. I learned
that in my early days.

“I just heard the right men. God put me with the right
people. I don’t say this with false humility. I say it with truth.
I was always with preachers that I felt were so far above
me. I couldn’t believe God would let me preach with such
great men. I had such admiration for them that I listened to
them. When we were in crowds, I didn’t talk. I listened.
Those were the things that developed my life in ministry.

“The late Roy Hession, who wrote Calvary Road, was
from England. I was so blessed when I met with him, in
Bristol, England, after he had his stroke. The only word he
could say was ‘yes.’ We were sitting there, talking about the
Bible and Jesus. He couldn’t talk, except, when you would
start talking about the Bible, he would say, ‘Yes.’ Still, in that
82-year-old brain, after a stroke, you saw Jesus coming
through. That ministers to people.

“God wonderfully blessed me to be around some of the
greatest men of God in the world, and I’m so grateful.”

Stafford was born in Rossville, Georgia, just across the
state line from Chattanooga, Tennessee.

As a youngster, from the ages of 11 to 13, he often sang
in church with his mother, whom he described as a great
singer. A little older, he wanted to be a comedian. “I would
study Red Skelton,” he said. “I could do anything he did. I
wanted to be cute. I entertained the high school two times a
week.” He graduated from elementary school two years
ahead, so, in high school, his peers were older than he was.
He graduated at age 16. “I got to rambling, running around,
just sinning,” he said. “That was a tough time. I wasn’t a
very good Christian. Those years wasted really grieve me,
but God restored me, and I knew what I was going to have
to do, and I surrendered to the ministry.”

He married Sue, his wife of 57 years, when he was 17.
“She has been a very faithful, very loving wife,” he said.
“She came down with rheumatoid arthritis, and it hurts so
bad. She can wake up at 2:00 in the morning and start walk-
ing the floor, just crying. I walk the floor with her, and we cry
awhile. What God has shown me is a love for her, deeper
than any I’ve ever known. And that’s why now we’re closer,
because I pray for her every morning and trust God for her.”

The Staffords have five grown children, Bill, Steve, Karen,
Brenda, and Bobby, and 17 grandchildren. “Three of them
are adopted,” he said of his grandchildren. “One daughter
couldn’t have children. She took in three brothers, as foster
children, and then decided she wanted to keep them. She
has had them for five years. Those three boys have become
very special. You wouldn’t believe how far they’ve come.
They know they’re loved. They’re precious, loving boys.
My daughter is doing great with them and helped us to see
the number of kids out there who have never been loved,
who have been pushed from house to house, who have never
been hugged or appreciated. Probably, the reason why we
have so many problems in the world is there are so many
kids who have never been loved. I wish there was a ministry
I could start to get these kids in a spiritual atmosphere. It
burdens my heart.”

His son Bill Stafford III pastors Celebration Church in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. “He started the church three years
ago,” said Stafford. “He started totally from nothing, and
God has blessed him. He’s winning people to Jesus. He loves
God and preaches the Word. I’m a blessed man.”

His nephew is also in the ministry. Bill Henderson, the
son of Stafford’s sister, Frances, is a preacher who can also
sing. “He’s got a great ministry,” said Stafford. “He’s a su-
per young man.”

Stafford’s first church, not far from where he was born,
was Clearview Baptist Church in the Burning Bush commu-
nity near Ringgold, Georgia, where he stayed for three and a
half years, before being called to Lupton Drive Baptist Church
in Chattanooga, Tennessee in 1958. He entered full-time
evangelism in 1970.

When he was first called to preach, at the age of 19, he
was married with two children, and attended Tennessee
Temple University in Chattanooga. “I’m grateful that Ten-
nessee Temple specifically grounded me in the Word,” he
said. “I didn’t get to finish seminary. It got so hard on my
wife. I was working at Combustion Engineering in Chatta-
nooga from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and going to school from 8
a.m. to noon or 1:00 p.m. I was gone 15 hours a day for
four years. It took a toll on her.” He was later presented
with an honorary doctorate from Florida Baptist Seminary.
“I am grateful they thought enough of me to give me a doc-
torate degree,” he said. “But it is totally honorary.”
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He remembers the first sermon he ever preached, about
Jehovah’s Witnesses. The title was “Neither Jehovah, Nor a
Witness.” “I never will forget it,” he said.

His favorite sermon he has preached over the years is
on the topic of giving. “It is not about money,” he said. “It is
about an attitude of generosity. I use Matthew 6:19-24 and
II Corinthians 8.”

His years as a Pastor prepared him for evangelism, he
said, in learning how to relate to people. “In the pastorate, I
have learned that you have to allow Jesus to teach you how
to be personable with people,” he said. “That means that,
when they’re talking to you about a need that they really hurt
about, you listen, and you’re concerned. We’re the body of
Christ. You only minister to people in being real. You don’t
minister to people if you’re aloof, if you don’t have the time,
if you’re too busy, if you’re too important. Ministry is about
being real. I have a tremendous ministry with young people,
because I’m so honest about my own life, and they relate.
They taught me, as a Pastor, that, if I was going to be an
evangelist, I could not minister from the pulpit to those people,
unless they saw in me transparency and reality.”

The past 37 years of evangelism he described as ‘phe-
nomenal.’ “I can’t tell you about it without weeping,” he said.
“It is unbelievable, preaching in churches I couldn’t imagine,
and had no reason why I was there except that He said, ‘I
will open the door that no man will shut.’ Manley Beasley
said, ‘Let Him kick the doors open, and walk through them.’
That’s what I did, and He ‘shocked the daylights’ out of me.
If I were to die today, I’ve had one glorious journey.

“I’m busier than I’ve ever been. Last year was my great-
est year in ministry, as far as souls, as far as finances, as far
as revival meetings extended, where we had it through
Wednesday, and it would go through Thursday or Friday,
because people came, and God just ‘broke out.’ I’m seeing
that happen more and more.”

As President of International Congress on Revival,
Stafford has preached overseas and has taken Pastors to
countries such as South Africa, Australia, Ireland, Zimba-
bwe, Austria, and Hungary for the past 24 years.

He describes the ministry of preaching the Gospel as
‘battles and blessings.’ “That’s the two words I always use,”
he said. “I can’t avoid battles. The demons of hell don’t like
what I preach. I battle myself. The blessing is when He de-
livers and helps you overcome these things. Battles and bless-
ings, hating everything I am without Jesus, loving everything
when He’s running my life.”

He advises young preachers to not run from storms, from
which they can learn to trust and believe God and resist the
devil. “If you run every time you have a storm, you’ll never
be anything for God, because He’s never teaching you any-
thing.”
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He advises Christians to remove anything from their lives
that is not godly or holy. “When bitterness comes up, deal
with it,” he said. “Don’t act like it’s all right. Deal with it.
Forgiveness is very necessary. Don’t have grudges or be
self-centered or conceited. Give yourself to bless others.
And God said it would come back to you. God says that’s
the whole process of how giving works.”

He believes preachers should preach the cross from the
viewpoint of God, not man. “God loves you. He does, but
look what it cost Him. God was angry at the cross toward
His Son, because He became sin for us. Tell me how much
He loved me. Let’s get it God-centered. If I get a glimpse of
the cross and see how much God did love me, I’ll want to
be faithful, I’ll want to be like Him, and there will be a desire
for holiness in my life. If we don’t tell people what the cross
really is, they’re going to leave bound for judgment.”

Stafford said that the Lord has changed him by trying to
make him more like God. “The only way God can really
make me is to keep chipping on me, to knock me out of
me,” he said. “He is my ability, but I don’t know that if I’ve
got self-reliance and self-sufficiency. He has to drive me to
where I don’t have self-sufficiency. It’s His sufficiency. That
means I’m adequate for anything that He wants as long as
He is my adequacy and I’m dependent on Him. God is go-
ing to put in my life whatever is necessary to drive me to
nothingness, so He can be everything. To me, that’s the whole
truth of ministry. I’m still learning. But I wouldn’t take any-
thing for my journey. It’s been worth it all.”

A new book, Just a Vessel, on Stafford’s life story, will
be his third. His first two were, respectively, a book on spiri-
tual giving and a book about his son’s struggle with addic-
tions before his salvation. Referring to the new book, Stafford
said, “I never would have considered it unless it could be a
book that gets across the message that, in the Christian jour-
ney, we’re never out of the process. Whatever God has to
do to keep me at His feet, that’s the most important thing. I
don’t want it written what I’ve accomplished. I just want to
help young preachers to stay true to the Gospel and not run
every time they have a storm. I’m just a vessel. I’m just a
‘garbage pail.’ But I’ve got a person in me who is Jesus
Christ.”

His favorite verse of scripture is II Corinthians 5:21: “For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” “That’s the
truth of the Gospel,” he said. “That’s the whole in the nut-
shell. And that’s the message that we need to preach.”

His favorite hymns include “No One Ever Cared for Me
Like Jesus”; “Sweet Jesus”, “What a Wonder You Are”,
and “He Came to Me.”

He enjoys reading commentaries from the past by “men
who so faithfully expounded the Word of God.” He also



reads A.W. Tozer and David Jeremiah. “God has given me a
wonderful library,” he said. “Even as an evangelist, you still study
and stay fresh in the Word.”

One of his favorite characters from the Bible is Joseph and
his “message of persecution and victory.” Other favorites in-
clude Jacob, who was broken but given a fresh touch from
God; Paul; and Peter, who failed but was still used of God at
Pentecost, offering “tremendous encouragement to us through
our failure at times.”

Special memories of his being in the ministry for so long
include “watching God use people to bless your own personal
life,” he said. “People who love you, send you letters and cards
that they love you, Pastors that take care of you because they
love you and want to bless you. You leave churches knowing
you’ve been loved. I’m amazed at how much people love us.”

Stafford encourages those who have not yet given their
heart and life to the Lord to do so before meeting a holy God.
“Everyone who is not saved is a sinner, alienated, distanced
from God,” he said. “God will not deal with them in love. The
only place God can deal with me in love is at the cross, where
He showed His love, where He treated His Son like He was
me. I deserved that, not Jesus. And anybody who won’t go to
the cross, God will have to turn into hell, because He can’t let
sin into heaven. That’s why we can go to the cross and say,
‘God, be merciful. I’m a sinner. Don’t give me what I deserve.’

Rock Springs Baptist Church
Dr. David Gallamore, Pastor

201 Rock Springs Road
Easley, SC  29642

864-859-9854
www.RockSpringsBaptist.com



Fred Wolfe: A Life That Glorifies God
The Christian View magazine’s interview with Fred Wolfe

Written by KAREN BREWER, Publisher & Editor

“What  you are is more important than what you do--
because what you are determines the effectiveness of what
you do.”

In an interview with The Christian View magazine, Dr.
Fred Wolfe said that he advises other preachers, “You’ve
got to be something before you do something.”

The emphasis today is to do something, but the em-
phasis in Scripture is to be somebody - to be somebody in
Christ, to live a Christ-controlled, Christ-filled life, to de-
pend totally on the Holy Spirit. The most important thing in
a preacher’s life is his personal walk with God, to walk with
Him daily in a life of surrender, a life of yieldedness. Then,
out of his personal walk with God, he will minister in the
power of Jesus.”

Wolfe founded his Barnabas Ministry in 1997, at the
time he entered full-time evangelism after serving 40 years
as a Pastor. As part of each Barnabas weekend, Wolfe
preaches on a Saturday night, Sunday morning, and Sun-
day night in a church and leads a seminar for area Pastors
on Monday. He estimates that, in the past decade, he had
preached at 300 different churches.

His years as a Pastor prepared him well for evangelism,
he said. “A person cannot really understand the Pastor and
his responsibilities and his ministry unless, to some degree,
he has experienced it. Having been a Pastor from the age of
20 to the age of 60, I understand all about pastoring a church,
what a Pastor’s responsibilities are and what his problems
are. I am prepared to go into a church and relate to a Pas-
tor, because that was all I had ever been. I can encourage
him and give him counsel about things I learned in my 40
years.”

Wolfe was saved as a nine-year-old boy at First Bap-
tist Church of Rock Hill, South Carolina. He has fond memo-
ries of the church from his childhood. “I had good Pastors,
wonderful Sunday school teachers, Baptist Training Union
leaders, and RA leaders -- people who invested their lives
in me from the time I was a child all of the way through high
school,” he said.

He describes himself as an active child, who couldn’t
keep quiet. “I talked too much at school,” he said. “I was
an A/B student, but I always made my lowest grades in
conduct. I was mischievous. In high school, I was a Chris-
tian, but my influence for Christ was not what it should have
been. I was in church all during high school, but I could
have lived a whole lot better Christian life than I did.”
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He experienced a turnaround in college, and his life
changed direction when God called  him to preach.

“I was a freshman at the University of South Carolina,”
he said. “I was on a football scholarship, and I was going to
be a coach. Back when I was 11, I felt that God was calling
me to preach, and I shared that with our Minister of Educa-
tion, a lady named Ruth Epps, but I kind of dismissed it.
When I was in my second semester my freshman year at the
University of South Carolina, that’s when God, through a
series of events, made it clear to me that I was supposed to
go into the ministry.”

Wolfe graduated from USC in 1960 and from South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas
in 1967. He has received an honorary doctorate from the
University of Mobile in Mobile, Alabama.

Fred Wolfe
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He first pastored a church as a college junior. “Pine
Grove Baptist Church in Salters, South Carolina was a
little church that ran about 25, sometimes as many as 50,”
he said. “I would drive down on Sunday mornings and
return on Sunday nights.”

Other churches he pastored through the years were
East View Baptist Church in Rock Hill, South Carolina,
Monaghan Baptist Church in Greenville, South Carolina,
and the 8,000-member Cottage Hill Baptist Church in
Mobile, Alabama. He served in his last pastorate for 25
years.

What he enjoyed most about being a Pastor was be-
ing with the people. “I love people,” he said. “I enjoy
preaching. I love to preach the Gospel. But I love people,
and I love relationships. To me, some of the greatest
memories of my ministry are being involved with people’s
lives. Blessings of the ministry have been the relation-
ships that I’ve built with people, the friends that God has
given me, the people I’ve grown to love like family, and
the scores of people I’ve seen saved. And the young men
who have been called into the ministry and are now either
preachers or missionaries -- I was their Pastor when God
called them into the ministry, and they’re in different parts
of the country and around the world. That has been a
great blessing to me, to see God call them and use them.”

Wolfe, himself, was influenced by others over the
years, beginning with his family. He was one of seven
children born to Fred and Margaret Wolfe.

“My mother was a very godly woman,” he said. “She
was a real influence in my life. Her Christ-like life and the
way that she loved people unconditionally demonstrated
the Christian life.

“My father was a police detective. He was a great
provider and a very good authority figure in my life who
provided discipline.”

His wife, Anne, has been his encourager for the past
50 years. They met as students at Rock Hill High School
and married in June of 1956, when she was a rising se-
nior at Rock Hill High, and he was a rising college fresh-
man. They now have two sons, Mark and Jeff, and six
grandchildren, Stephen, Rachel, Laura, Stacy, Kelly, and
Brandon.

In the ministry, his primary influence was the late Dr.
Stephen Olford. “He pastored Calvary Baptist Church in
New York and then became a traveling minister,” said
Wolfe. “Spiritually, he had a profound influence on my
life with tremendous biblical truths. He was the first one
who led me to a real understanding of the lordship of
Christ, what it means for Jesus to be Lord, and the need
to walk and to live in the power of the Holy Spirit. He

was such a powerful preacher -- with a blend of scholar-
ship, spiritual power, and his understanding of those great
truths of the lordship of Christ and the Holy Spirit’s fill-
ing. In the early years of my ministry, back in the 1970’s,
I listened to a great number of his tapes. His messages
became an inspiration and a guide for me. I never will
forget when I went to an evangelism conference in Feb-
ruary, 1969 in Greensboro, North Carolina. Dr. Stephen
Olford and Dr. Vance Havner and others were preach-
ing. I had a tremendous encounter with God, as did hun-
dreds of other Pastors at that conference. That was a
significant turning point in my life.”

Another person who had a great influence on Wolfe’s
life was Bertha Smith, a missionary to China, from
Cowpens, South Carolina. “I knew her personally, and
she had a tremendous impact on my life,” he said. “Her
emphasis on the importance of prayer and living a holy
life helped me.”

Others have also encouraged him throughout his min-
istry. “I’ve had a lot of good friends, along the way, in the
ministry, and most of them are still living,” he said.

Wolfe calls the Christian life ‘progressive, not static.’
“If you’re not growing spiritually, then you’re not really
what God wants you to be, and you’re not pleasing God,”
he said. “I think that, in your Christian life, God begins to
teach you spiritual truths through many individuals and
through your own personal study of the Bible. Then, as
you understand those spiritual truths, they become a part
of your life and help you grow into Christ’s likeness.”

One of those spiritual truths concerns the lordship of
Jesus Christ. “Jesus is not just Saviour, but Lord,” he
said. “We belong to Him, and He is to be in absolute
control of our lives. While we have the Holy Spirit ind-
welling us, the Holy Spirit needs to have all of us. We
need daily to be emptied of self and sin and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.”

Another spiritual truth concerns the significance of
prayer. “You can do a lot of things after you pray, but you
can’t do anything until you do pray,” he said. “I read books
on prayer and started prayer ministries in the churches
that I pastored. Prayer is important to all that we do.

“Another spiritual truth that really helped me go to
another level spiritually and grow is the understanding of
spiritual warfare. We are in a spiritual battle, and Satan is
a real being.

“So, as I began to understand these truths and incor-
porate them into my life, I began to use them in preaching
and teaching in my church.”

Wolfe’s favorite scripture is II Corinthians 4:5. “That’s
my life’s scripture,” he said, “‘For we preach not our-
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selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your ser-
vants for Jesus’ sake.’”

His favorite book of scripture from which to preach
is Hebrews. “I think it connects the Old Testament with
the New Testament,” he said. “I think it shows how it all
blends together.”

He preaches from the New King James version but
uses different versions from which to study and compare.

He enjoys reading works by the late preacher A.W.
Tozer. “I love his writings,” he said. “He’s my favorite.”

Wolfe has written two books, The Divine Pattern
and It’s Not An Easy Road...But Jesus.

In preparation for his sermons, he said that what is
most important is to know the message that God has for
him to use for a particular service. “I pray and ask God,
‘What do you want me to preach?’ The major thing is to
find out which direction God wants you to go, and then
study the scriptures and let the scriptures say what they
say and apply the scriptures to daily life.”

He remembers his first sermon, which he preached in
1957 at Central Baptist Church in York, South Carolina.
He preached from Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek.”  “I remember it well,” he said. “I was
nervous as I could be. I thought that I had really pre-
pared and that it was going to take me at least 30 min-
utes, but I was through in 10 minutes, so I had to go back
over it again. That’s not my problem now - I preach a
long time.”

One of his favorite sermons to preach is entitled
“Overcoming, Not Overcome.” “It’s about how not to
be overcome by your circumstances,” he said. “God never
intended for us to live under our circumstances, but He
intended for us to live above our circumstances. With bib-
lical truths and the power of the Holy Spirit, we don’t
have to be overcome by our circumstances, but we can
overcome them.

“I have a sermon on how to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, and I have a sermon on the lordship of Christ. I
have a sermon entitled ‘What to Do When You Don’t
Know What to Do,” out of II Chronicles 20.”

Wolfe admires the writings and teachings of the
Apostle Paul. “I have a great admiration for Peter,” he
added. “He messed up a lot, but Jesus kept reclaiming
him and restoring him, and he finished well. Those two
(Paul and Peter) are different types of characters, but
both of them really speak to me, and I have a great admi-
ration for them.”

Wolfe describes the ministry of preaching the Gospel

as ‘a lifestyle.’ “You have to live what you preach,” he
said. “By the power of the Holy Spirit, by the power of
Jesus, you live the Gospel, which is the Good News, and
then you preach the Gospel. Preaching the Gospel comes
out of a lifestyle -- a lifestyle of surrender, a lifestyle of
commitment, a lifestyle of being filled with the Holy Spirit.
Preaching the Gospel is not an event. It’s a lifestyle. And
you preach out of the overflow of your walk with God.
As you walk with God, you preach out of that lifestyle,
what Christ means to you and what He has done in your
life and what He has taught you.

“Christianity has to be seven days a week, 24 hours
a day. Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches. All of
the life of a branch comes out of the vine, so we have to
abide in Jesus. We have to be yielded and surrendered,
and trust in, rely on, and cling to Jesus, and let Him be
our life. As we stay close to Him and allow Him to be our
life, we trust in Him, rely on Him, cling to Him, then He
will be all we need. As we walk with Him and let Him be
our life, then we’ll be the person God created us to be.
Christianity is a person -- Jesus Christ. Eternal life is a
person - Jesus. It’s all about a relationship and fellowship
with Jesus.

“Religion is outward pressure to keep the rules. Chris-
tianity is an inner change. Christianity is when Jesus comes
in you, and you start loving God and serving God and
obeying God - not because  you have to, but because
you want to.

“When God created us, He created us for a purpose,
and that purpose is for our lives to bring glory to God.
He can be our personal God. Real living comes when our
sins are forgiven and our guilt and shame are gone, and
Jesus Christ comes to live inside us. Real living is when
we know the God who created us and have fellowship
with Him, and Jesus becomes a friend who sticks closer
than a brother. Real living is when we find a new power
and a new purpose when Jesus Christ lives in our lives. I
would say that you’ve really not started living until Jesus
Christ comes to live in your life.”

Wolfe’s mission is to make certain that his life glori-
fies the Lord. “I want God to be glorified in my life,’ he
said.

“The Lord’s Prayer says it well: ‘Hallowed be your
name.’ God’s name is to be glorified. ‘Your kingdom come
and Your will be done.’ I want God to be glorified in my life,
because His kingdom came in my life, and His will was done
in my life. I want to be remembered as a man whose life
glorified God - the One who created me, the One who re-
deemed me, and the One who gives me life. I want my life to
glorify God, glorify Jesus - that’s the bottom line.”



10 Red Fox Boulevard, Williamston, I-85, Exit 27
864-260-9276,  Toll Free 877-888-8954,  Fax: 864-295-8416

PortersRVSales.com
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. -6 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Closed Sunday

You will get
a great
deal!


